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Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, 
Applicants hereby call to the Examiner's attention the following documents that were cited 
in U.S. Patent Appln. No. 10/090,172 filed March 5, 2002, to which the above-captioned 
application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. § 120: 

The following documents were cited in an Information Disclosure Statement filed in 
compliance with 37 C.F.R. 1.98(a) - (c) on June 4, 2002 in parent Application. No. 
10/090,172 filed March 5, 2002, of which the above-captioned application claims priority 
under 35 U.S.C. § 120: 

(1) German Patent Application No. 197 51 283 Al, published May 20, 1999, 

which is discussed in the present application beginning in paragraph [0002]. 
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In a first Official Action dated April 23, 2003 in parent Application No. 10/090,172 

filed March 5, 2002, of which the above-captioned application claims priority under 35 

U.S.C. § 120, the Examiner cited the following documents: 

(2) U.S. Patent No. 2,900,024 issued August 1 959 to HOLCROFT; 

(3) U.S. Patent No. 4,295,654 issued October 1 98 1 to KAWAMURA et al.; 

(4) U.S. Patent No. 2,893,487 issued July 1959 to DAHL et al; 

(5) U.S. Patent No. 3,586,342 issued June 1971 to STAAB; 

(6) U.S. Patent No. 6,050,572 issued April 2000 to BALSELLS et al; 

(7) U.S. Patent No. 4,560,174 issued December 1985 to BISI; 

(8) U.S. Patent No. 5,580,424 issued December 1996 to SNELLMAN; 

(9) U.S. Patent No. 5,262,010 issued November 1993 to BUBIK et al; 

(10) U.S. Patent No. 4,915,787 issued April 1990 to BRANYON et al.; 

(11) U.S. Patent No. 2,578,551 issued December 1951 to HORNBOSTEL; 

(12) U.S. Patent No. 6,436,241 issued August 2002 to PERSSON et al.; and 

(13) U.S. Patent No. 6,302,399 issued October 2001 to PRINZING. 

The following documents were cited in a Search Report conducted in European Patent 
Application No. 01 130 485.4-2314, which is a counterpart of the above-captioned 
application. In particular, the European Examiner cited: 

(14) U.S. Patent No. 2,900,024 issued August 18, 1959 to HOLCROFT as an "X" 
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category document (i.e., a document that calls into question of the novelty or 
inventive step when considered alone). In particular, the European Examiner noted 
the entire document as relevant to claims 1 - 6, 9 - 1 1, and 41 - 45 of the European 
application. Further, the Examiner also cited this document as an "A" category 
document (i.e., a document relevant to the technological background of the invention), 
such that the entire document is relevant in this regard to claims 36 - 38 of the 
European application. Applicants note that this document has been cited above as 
item (2); 

(15) German Patent Application No. 197 51 283 published May 20, 1999 as a "D" 
category document (i.e., a document discussed in the application) and as an "X" 
category document. In particular, the European Examiner noted the entire document 
as relevant to claims 1, 2, 4 - 13, 17, 23 - 26, 28, 32, - 35, and 39 - 45 of the European 
application. Applicants note that this document has been cited above as item (1). 
Further, Applicants note that, as a copy of this document was forwarded to the 
Examiner in the above-noted Information Disclosure Statement in the parent 
application, a copy of this document is not being forwarded herewith; 

(16) U.S. Patent No. 2,312,519 issued March 2, 1943 to BERRY as an "A" category 
document. In particular, the European Examiner noted the entire document as 
relevant to claims 1, 12 - 17, 25, 262, 28 - 31, 35, 39 - 43, and 45 of the European 
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application; 

(17) Great Britain Patent Specification No. 736 149 published September 7, 1955 
A" category document. In particular, the European Examiner noted the entire 



as an " 



document as relevant to claims 1 and 12 of the European application; and 



(18) U.S. Patent No. 2,274,641 issued March 3, 1942 to ABBOTT et al. as an "A" 
category document. In particular, the European Examiner noted the entire document 
as relevant to claims 1 and 12 of the European application. 

Copies of items (1) - (13) were submitted in parent Application 10/090,172 filed 
March 5, 2002, and in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 198(d), and M.P.E.P. 609, copies of these 
documents (1) - (13) are not being submitted herewith. However, each of these documents 

is listed on the enclosed form PTO-1449. 

Moreover, items (14) - (18) are likewise listed on the enclosed completed copy of the 
PTO-1449 Form. Accordingly, the Examiner is requested to consider these documents and 
to indicate such consideration by returning a signed and initialed copy of the PTO-1449 Form 
with the first official communication. 

Moreover, copies of the European Search Report and of item (17) are being submitted 
herewith. However, pursuant to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office's decision to waive 
the requirement under 37 C.F.R 1 .98 (a)(2)(f), copies of the cited/listed U.S. patents are not 
enclosed herewith. Moreover, if any copies are needed, the Examiner is respectfully 
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requested to contact the undersigned. 

The Examiner is requested to consider these documents and to indicate such 
consideration by returning an initialed copy of the PTO-1449 Form with the first official 
communication. 

Should there be any questions or comments, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned at the below-listed telephone number. 



October 23, 2003 

GREENBLUM & BERNSTEIN, P.L.C. 
1950 Roland Clarke Place 
Reston,VA 20191 
(703)716-1191 



Respectfully submitted, 
Herbert SCHREFL et al. 
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